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Tens of thousands of children are removed from home each year due to some form of child

maltreatment, usually physical neglect, physical abuse, or sexual abuse, although sometimes for

emotional abuse as well. An additional significant number of children are victims of child

maltreatment but remain in their home. Extensive research reveals the far reaching and long lasting

negative impact of maltreatment on child victims, including on their physical, social, emotional, and

behavioral functioning. One particularly troubling and complicated aspect is how the child victim

forms (and maintains) a â€œtraumatic bondâ€• with his abuser, even becoming protective and

defensive of that person despite the pain and suffering they have caused. This book will provide the

reader with the essential experience of understanding how children make meaning of being

maltreated by a parent, and how these traumatic bonds form and last. Through an examination of

published memoirs of abuse, the authors analyze and reveal the commonalities in the stories to

uncover the ways in which adult victims of childhood abuse understand and digest the traumatic

experiences of their childhoods. This understanding can inform interventions and treatments

designed for this vulnerable population and can help family and friends of victims understand more

fully the maltreatment experience â€œfrom the inside out.â€•
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This is a fantastic and important work. It helps explain the counter intuitive mystery of why victims of

child abuse are so caught up into the lives of their abusers. To explain this, the book does a

masterful job of referring to all available anecdotal evidence (published memoirs), provides



references from the relevant attachment theory, and explains it from the child's perspective.In an

eerie way, the sections describing psychological abuse matches what I have seen.Abused children

will benefit from this book for years, because adults can now better understand their plight. Thanks

for publishing this book

For many years I have read books to understand my family. This book states so very much that no

other book ever has. It far surpasses any other book is helping to understand and truly heal through

forgiveness.

Meticulously researched, beautifully assembled and organized and incredibly compelling to read.

You will never think about child abuser the same way again.
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